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Justification By Numbers

A Commentary on the Kinsey Report

Geoffrey Gorer

F1 OR THE social scientist, abest seller is always an interesting
and provocative phenomenon; what is it, he asks himself, that
has made this book or play so much more acceptable to the

reading public in this society at this period than the other books or
plays produced at the same time? If this question can be satisfactorily
answered, it invariably gives insight into the hidden wishes and fan
tasies of the book-reading public, and so throws light on the psy
chological dynamics of the society which has accepted the best
seller. Even though the conscious promotion of best sellers has been
very highly developed in recent years in the United States (witness
the case of Nancy BrufF), a best seller cannot be established un
less there is some congruence between its underlying material and
the underlying wishes and fantasies of the purchasing public.

This year has witnessed an unparalleled phenomenon in publish
inghistory: adull and turgid scientific book, full of figures and tables,
and published at a relatively very high price, has been selling at a
rate paralleling such simple fantasies as Gone With The Wind or
Forever Amber. The miscalled Sexual Behavior In The Human
Male, by Kinsey, Pomeroy and Martin, is firmly established in the
best-seller lists. It has been the subject of numerous articles and in
numerable conversations; to parallel the immediate impact of a
scientific book, onewould probably have to go back to 1859, and the
publication of Darwin's Origin of Species; and even then the sales
were not comparable. Of course the social penetration of this book,

•GEOFFREY GORER, British anthropologist, is the author of Africa Dances
and Bali and Angkor. In his most rccent book, The American People, Mr. Gorer
combines the theoretical ideas developed in his study of the Japanese and other
nations with morethan seven years'experience in the UnitedStates.
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Why then has such apother been made about these figures of dis-
Why have reviewers stated, in various synonyms, that

l»)ok contains potential dynamite"? Why have there been nu-
r..us suggestions that, in the light ofthese "disclosures," the laws
itit to regulate sexual behavior and the instructions and admoni-

'is given toyoung people will all have tobe changed?
•suggest that this springs from what is in some ways the funda^

nral democratic fallacy, which may be called Justification by
mbers. If afew people do or think something, it may be wrong;
I alot of people do or think it, then it is obviously riffht This

underlies agreat deal of American advertising' to state tliat
l.rand you are marketing is the "most popular brand" or "sells
cthan double its nearest competitor" is to suggest forcibly that

lerefore better. On the political level the votes of the majority
lid undoubtedly be decisive on those issues on which they arc
cl upon to vote (and these are remarkably few); but to extend

iSy lllogicr"'' Phy-'ogical activities is
nillustration may make this clearer. Acolleague of Dr Kinsey
hjcts asurvey in Germany entitled Eating Behavior in the Hn~
. lale and finds that, say, 80 per cent of the sample has acalory
.cc of 1500 units daily, that 73 per cent only have two dietetic
Ivcs daily, and so on and so forth; in the light of his "disclos-

|C will become clear that ijoo calories daily divided into two
MS normal eating behavior, and that all our views on dietetics
iDunshment have to be revised.

people would reject this as obvious nonsense, for we have
nhcally determined standards of adequate nourishment, which
nothing to do with temporary and local practices; but the argu-
. .m as valid in the one case as the other. The scientific deter-
lon of adequate and satisfying sexual behavior is by no means so
stabhshed or apced upon (for. despite Dr. Kinsey. the iniplica-
0 sex are much more complicated), but they will not be dcter-

by astudy of distribution. Dr. Kinsey's figures cm, be intcr-
1to mean that neurotic disturbances in sexual life in the contem-
>Umted States are as widespread as malnutrition in contem-
. Cjermany. , •,

JUSTIFICATION BY .NUMBERS , . ,

1do not mean to suggest by this that it
sirable to change or modify the laws of the various states ^hich axe
meant to control sexual behavior; but an un)ust law does
in injustice if it potentially affects 30 per cent of the populaaon
instead of 3per cent. At most it makes the savage punishment of
those who are convicted even more arbitrary than it had appeared
'""'rsecond important aspect of this book is what might be called the
"atomization" of sex. Until Dr. Kinsey came along, sex had genera y
been viewed as one of the most complex of all human activities, in-
voWinTnot merely the genital organs, but all the Pathological and
emotional components of the personality, both
scious. But with Dr. Kinsey, everything except overt gemtal behavior
has been omitted; sex has been reduced to stansocs, •« ^^ ^

This atomization is in congruence with one of the ma)or trends
in contemporary American culture." The tnumphs of inass produc
tion have Ltn produced by the calailated atomizaoon of the manu
facturing process arid of the worker's movement, _The •
of knovfledge into ascries of discrete and equal facts can be seen
from the intelligence tests administered to pre.school moppets to the
check lists which in many colleges constitute the chief examinauon,^to gradate s^dies; frbm.he "quiz", shows ,crosswL puzzle; from teaching
to public opinion polls. Now sex has been addedtoth^te^

By thus oversimplifying or atomizmg possible to •
in to domain too in L popular arid widespread ^encan
rating oneself. One of the chiefrecurring motives throughout-Ame^
can Ufe from infancy to old age is the striymg forTelative succ^
with one's equals and "ear-equals:-precociY, marte^o^
school, athletic sndcess, relative mcomei popularity-the list could be
indefinitely prolonged. This "self^rating'',h«become so emotiona 1^
important for so many Americans that the B'f
papers have scoring cardi by which one can rate^one^f for knowl >
edge of for the possession of certain ,qaaUtira^(jO;^ ^ Hi, ':
to^ iv good; 10 to 6, averagej:Wtf!6i'̂ ^r)l:JNo^Dri,K^
suppUed ameat riumbeic of tables bjr.^hibhiprie^ rate oneself^and, •;
in an appendbt, has thoughtfully^broken them down by age, educa-.
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tion, marital status, etc. With a little trouble one can find out how
one stacks up infrequency of"outlet," variety of"outlet," and even
more intimate anatomical details, with one's peers. "Keeping up with

•the Joneses ' acquires anew, and perhaps slightly ribald, significance.
As in all such "self-rating" tables, admiration goes to the high

scores. Behind the mask of dispassionateness, one can easily discern
Dr. Kinsey's astonished admiration for the people with the larger
rates of "outlet," and his contemptuous pity for those making poor
scores. A little anthropological knowledge might have rectified this
attitude. We have enough information from enough primitive so
cieties tosuggest that there is an (apparently) direct correlation be
tween high ratesof intercourse and lack of emotional interest in sex
or belief in love; the Lepchas from the borders of Tibet, whom I
studied, had rates of outlet in their early adult life which would make
Dr. Kinsey s high scorers look like pikers. For the Lepchas, sex was
a satisfaction no more important than food; they did not believe in
love, made no allowances for it, and the exclusive possession of a
spouse was legally impossible. As amatter of fact. Dr. Kinsey prob
ably already had the evidence to confirm this'; among his highest'
scorers are his ubiquitous male prostitutes (p. 216)—a group which
surely figures rather more importantly in Dr. Kinsey's sample than in
the population at large. To equal the performances of such people
is perhaps notwholly enviable.

Itmay be remarked that these "self-rating" tables are liable to pro
duce more disquietude than satisfaction in the people who consult
them. Forty-nine per cent of the population is always below the
median. People so unsure of themselves as to need support from
self-rating are not too likely to get it. On the other hand, judging

by previous experience, people who are disturbed about their "de
viance" will not get psychological comfort for more than avery few

-days from the tabular demonstration that their deviations are more
widespread than they had suspected.

A probable by-product of these rating scales may well be further
ammunition for the anti-intellectualism which is already widespread.
In comic books and cartoons, professors are always "long-haired/'
and scientists are. always "mad"; now Dr. Kinsey brings evidence
to show that, compared with the less educated, they are less "manly,"

j 'If
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"make" fewer girls, and sleep less often with their ^mes than do the
men who leave school as soon as it is legally possible. The implicauons ^

^"to p3yaphrase of Marxist dialectics, Dr. Kinsey's tables result s
in the devaluation of all values. An involuntary nocrarnal 'mMoi^a
little boy sliding down arope, amurderous rape, or Romeo B
the niffht with Juliet, Damon with Pythias, Paolo with Francesca, arIn e"u\ted as L Outlet"; physiological itch, lust -d oj-- re-
duced to their lowest common denommator, and it couldn twell
lower. Just as the dollar which may save oneself or one s ;
starvation is no different from the dollar added to b^ionM ,
bank deposit, so in Dr. Kinsey's treatment all sexual outlets are
reduced to adead level of physiological
you have the better. Chastity, even though it be Abelatd s, results m
lowscore: and whowants to ratelow? . ^ ,
.Inspection of the tables suggests acouple of ^

about the men whom Dr. Kansey interviewed. They do not easUy
tolerate physiological discomfort, and will get rid of,it some ^ay
othe"j>^t as there is in the United States very low tolerance of even ;,
mild hunger or thirst or cold-as witnessed by the corner dnigst , -
the numerous drinking fountains, the central heating-^o ;;
mfld gonadal pressure will be relieved somehow, almost as ahealth
"^dly, despite the devaluation of all values, peopl.^e ^k^foragreatrrleveLfsatisfactioninsexthancangenerallybeachie^^^^
ThU® think is the explanation for much of Ae i«m^tal, .
marital and occasional homosexual behavior which Dr. Kinsey dem- .^
"tes. Some of these excursions may be due to the search forji
"good time" under the influence of alcohol, some topfrimentation; but much would seem to be due to the seeking for on

ir^happy if it were deduced froni this ^cle tlwt Iam|
opposed to the scientific investigation of sexual

I think it is one of the most important gaps mour knowledge^
of contemporary society which, when filled, may do much to remedy,,
the disquietudes and restlessness of this Age of Anxiety But it nee^;
amore integrated approach than that of an entomologist; an
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Which can consummate love and produce children cannot be meas
ured with the calipers that determine the variation in the winRspan
of wasps. For asociety which believes in love, be it sacred or pro-
tane, the physiological aspect of sex cannot be separated from its
emotional and psychological concomitants without reducing it to
meaninglessness. We need statistical studies of human sexual be
havior, but they should be studies of the behavior of human beines,
not of gemtalorgans. °

To revert to the original query of why the Kinsey report has had
so widespead and ready an acceptance in the United States today
1think the answer can be found on two levels. It does not contain a
smg enovel or dismrbmg idea, no new insight into human behavior,
such as caused the mitial rejection of such pioneers as Havelock Ellis
or Sigmund Freud; and its underlying attitudes are in complete con
gruence with some of the predominant, though not necessarily the
most valuably attitudes and ideas of contemporary, educated, urban
Americans. To the extent that Justification by Numbers is a valid
concept, the phenomenal sales of Dr. Kinsey's book demonstrate that
he has provided what his public wanted.

Art. ihe. yiutiumt . . .

Another articlc on the Kinsey Report, replying to Air. Gorer.
willappear. r / o »

...

The Stranger on the Mountain
Dorothy Berry Hughes

He who has shoes the color of the road,

Whose flesh keeps yetthe marble ofhigh thaw, •
, ' Conveys the mountain uninterpreted,

The traveler, easily remembering rocks,
Earth and the dripping stone. He fearfully saw
Theshape ofwind inthe bare birch and the pine.
Marveling how the peak, bitter and green.
Wearing winter and flowers together, mocks
The season with its mad spring paradox.

••••*

.Also thebrooks, themountain waters Splintered "
Andshaken outover theslope, crow's cry,

' The panic ofthe wpodchuck lately wintered ' •
. .On hill silence and Kill hUngerT^these things, . - ^

Are manifest—the farm*s integrity, - ' ^
- ."The clamorouS.barn, and any vagrant knows .

•• •' '.Which hollow holds the village ofrepose, . : ; .
: Profoundand sweet; to which the redpathbrings

In its course innumerable wanderings.

•••
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